
BECCLES & BUNGAY R.C. 
 

OPEN SHOW REPORT 
 
The Beccles & Bungay R.C. Annual Open Show took place at Geldeston Park on Sunday 20th June. 
 
The show was extremely well supported with over 160 horses and riders participating in a variety of 
classes held across six rings. 
 

The Minimus was run by Sarah George, Sally Brown and Andy Owen. 
They were fantastic, accommodating competitors by constantly altering 
the fence heights to whatever the rider requested and took £48 for club 
funds. 
 
Show jumping took place all day in Ring 2 which was sponsored by 
E.H.Haylage. The courses were designed Tony Mallett. All classes had 
good entries and an efficient team kept things running smoothly. 
 
Class 1 (Open 60cm) was won by club member Ella Farrer and 
‘Barney’ They were the only combination to have a clear round in the 
jump off so although Siobhan Dade and ‘Mr See’ had a faster time their 
four faults relegated them to second place. 
 
 

          Watching & waiting            
Class 2 (Novice 70cm) attracted a smaller entry. All the places went to club members with Emily 
Whyte and ‘Alfie’ taking first with Lydia Sida-Page and ‘Jordon’ taking second. Once again speed 
cost places as Rachel Platten and ‘Prince’ posted the fastest time but in doing so picked up four 
faults to take third. 
 
Class 3 (Open 70cm) was very busy with ten riders making the jump off. This time speed was 
combined with accuracy as Amy Oliver-Squire and ‘Skehanna Girl’ took first place with a clear 
round which was also the fastest in the jump off. 

Class 4 (Open 75cm) Against the Clock was another exhibition of speed and accuracy and this time 
Martha Craggs and ‘Bubble It Up’ took first place with a fast clear round which was over five 
seconds faster than Davina Cattermole and ‘Hugo Boss’ who also went clear. 

Class 5 (Open 75cm) attached twenty entries with eleven making the jump off. This was the first 
class not to have been won by a club member with the honours going to Lisa Shreeve and ‘White 
Arrow’. 

Class 6 (Open 85cm) was again well supported. This time the honours went to Michelle Colman 
and ‘Molly’, both long time supporters of the club. The runners up were also club members, Isla 
Craggs and ‘Blaze’. 

Class 7 (Open 95cm) saw only two riders making it to the jump off. Both are club members. Victory 
went to Caroline Hytch and ‘Navaho Sunrise Daisy’.  

Caroline and ‘Daisy’ collected four faults in their jump off but despite having the advantage of going 
second Isla Craggs and ‘Blaze’ were unable to capitalise on this. They also picked up four faults 
and were just over a second slower and had to settle for second place. This made for a very 
exciting, nail biting finish to a great day of show jumping. 

Many thanks to Sorrell Bellamy and Julie Frost for the mammoth judging session and to Janet Fligg 
and Paul for their hard work as stewards.  
 



The number of In Hand classes was increased this year after 
the success of the few that were introduced last year. These 
were judged by Janice Dawn Nottingham assisted by her 
stewards Trish Harris and Anne Broadhurst. 
 
Helen Spurden and her new young coloured gelding ‘Il Carallo 
Con I Capelli’ did exceptionally well winning both the Best 
Turned Out In Hand and In Hand Youngster. This was only the 
geldings second show and Helen was delighted with him.  
 
They went onto take Reserve Champion in Ring 3 beaten by 
Helen Greenhill and her 8 year old liver chestnut German 
Riding Pony ‘Richard’ who took the Championship after 
qualifying by winning the In Hand Foreign Breed class. The 
judge presented her own ’Gold Cup’ Trophy to the Ring 
Champion which she has kindly donated to the club.                                                                                                                                     
 
Ruth Harris and ‘Dan’ were the winners of the Veteran In Hand. 
The partnership also took third place in the All Rounders ridden 
class. 
 
                                                                                                                                          Helen Greenhill  & Judge Dawn Nottingham  
Ruth is staunch supporter of the club and served on the committee for a number of years. She has 
taken on a new lease of life having taken over the ride on her daughters horse ‘Dan’ who is now 
twenty years old. Together they are regular competitors at club events and are an inspiration to us 
more mature riders. 
 

The Fun Classes were judged by Sue Albone. The prizes were 
all donated by Kingfisher Snacks. 
Club members did not feature in many of the placings although 
Wendy Carlick and ‘Murphy’ took first place in the Handsomest 
Gelding with William Talbot and ‘Chaz’ taking third. William also 
took third in the Young Handler class.  
 
Zoe Ladbrooke and ‘Mo’, who are members, secured fouth in 
Longest Mane & Tail and fifth in Cheekiest Pony. 
 
The club is extremely grateful to Mo Harris and Trish Harris who 
assisted Emma Davey to run the gymkhana games. Entries for 
these were slow in coming forward and not particularly well 
subscribed.  Unless there is more demand for gymkhana its 
future at the Open Show may unfortunately be in jeopardy. 
 
The Working Hunter Ring was sponsored by Juddpurs Saddlery 
and the judge was Mr Michael Sharpley ably assisted by Sam 
Kemp and Geoff Rose. 
 
 

                         Ruth Harris & Dan 

Following a number of requests after last years show a Green Working Hunter Pony class was 
introduced this year and proved to be very popular. Jo Masterson and ‘Ashbrook Ashley’ took first 
place with Sophie Whyte and ‘Crinken Connie’ the runners up.  
 
In the Working Hunter Exc 153cm Caroline Hytchs’ immaculate turnout and ‘Daisys’ stylish and 
clear jumping and impeccable manners carried them to first place. 
 



Refusing the final fence proved costly for Megan McLoughlin and ‘Himself’ dropping them from what 
would have been first place to sixth. However they redeemed themselves in the Open Working 
Hunter going clear and winning the class. 
 
However Megan had to settle for Reserve Champion in this ring as Sam Beckwith and ‘Tobias’ took 
the Championship after winning the Working Hunter Not exc. 153cms.  
 
‘Tobias’ was purchased as a foal off Exmoor for Sam by his aunt. 
They have been competing for two seasons and ‘Tobias’, aged 6 
years, is capable of turning his hoof to any discipline. They have 
represented Thetford Chase Pony Club in dressage, show 
jumping and eventing. They love to hunt with the Dunston 
Harriers and are competing for them in the team competition at 
the Royal Norfolk Show. 
 
The Ridden Showing ring was sponsored by N.F.U.Mutual 
Suffolk Coastal. Sarah Campbell was the judge assisted by her 
steward Paddy Gaze. 
 
Club members did well in the ridden showing. Rachel Ashford 
had a successful day winning the Riding Horse class with ‘Dr 
Watson’, and being runner up in Best Ridden Turned Out  with 
her younger horse ‘C’Est La Vie’.  
 
Sophie Whyte won the Riding Pony class with ‘Crinken Connie’ 
with Georgia Cattermole and ‘Mount Pleasant Topaz’ coming 
second. 
                                                                                                                                                               Sam Beckwith & Tobias 
 

Jane Salmon and her coloured horse ‘Claydons Colour 
Code’ had a very successful day. They won the Piebald 
& Skewbald and Ridden Foreign Breed classes and 
went on to take the Ring Championship with Kelly 
Garbutt and ‘Little Tinker Tommie’ taking the Reserve 
after qualifying by winning the Ridden Cob exc. 148cms. 
 
These two together with Sam Beckwith were the only 
three that presented for the Supreme Championship. 
This was won By Jane and ‘Claydons Colour Code’ with 
Kelly and ‘Tommie taking the Reserve Supreme title. 
 
The support of local firms by providing prizes for all 
classes or sponsoring the cost of rosettes is greatly 
appreciated by competitors and the club.  
 
The judges were brilliant offering advice to competitors 
and allowing them to slip in and out of rings should 
classes clash. This was really appreciated by both the 
riders and the organisers. 
 
The tremendous team work in preparing for the show 
ensured it was the success it proved to be. Without a 
myriad of volunteers the show would be impossible. 
 

          Supreme Champion Jane Salmon                      
                      & Claydons Colour Code                             
 



 
 
Those that warrant a special mention are Corrine Bullock who helped secure the sponsors, Jane 
and Kevin Stone for repainting and moving jumps, Claire Drewery and Marie Owen for all the tasks 
they performed at my request without comment  and for helping me remain sane(ish!)      
 
The committee thanks all competitors for supporting the show. The standard of turn out and quality 
of horses and ponies presented to the judges was impressive. We hope to see you all again next 
year.          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All photos courtesy of STM Photographic Services. 
For further photos from the show go to www.stmphoto.co.uk 

 
 


